25X1

Approved For-Release 2004$£B.ELA-RDP81 B008Z9R001000100147-2

OXC~4475-33
Copy -4 of o

13 Pebraary 18963

MENORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Utilimation of Eielmon AFB ag a Staging Bise -
Project QXCART

1. The proposed cperatiomal concept of staging from
Eielmon may have commiderable bearing on the continued
covert agpects of Project OXCART. The major factors which
should bhe considered are:

. The tranasient nature of cperational personnel
at that base. Huch persomnel are drawn fron
many different bhases, rewsin a short period of
time, &nd return to their home stations.

k. The unique appesrance of the vehicle would
make 1t the object of immediste and lingering
curiosity.

ez, Lack of & cover story. In the earliler program
the photo recce activity wvas covered by a
variety of other activities vhich could be,
and were, performed by that vehicle. |

4. The runway at Eielson parallels, and is ismeo-
diately ndjacent to, the mein F-irbsaks high-
wvay. This would afford considerable exposurs
on takeoff, and probably sver more on approach
and landing.
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‘ 2. BSerious coansideration should be given tc the bal-
ance bDetween the emhanced operstional capabllity and the
earlier sxposure of an as yet @uvert cperational capability.
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